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Physical Evidence: Individual and Class Characteristics
There are different types of physical evidence that are commonly found on crime scenes. These include:
1. Saliva
2. Hair
3. Blood
4. Fingerprints
5. Organs
6. Semen

Individual characteristics in physical evidence are the characteristics that can be traced back to a single, unique and specific source. Evidence with individual characteristics should establish individuality. Examples from the types of physical evidence listed above are fingerprints and semen as they can be traced to a particular person. Hair can be individual evidence when the follicle is still attached as the follicle is the part that contains DNA. The other examples provided contain class characteristics as blood, saliva, organs and hair without accompanying follicles can only be identified to a particular animal species but not an individual person if it is human evidence. 
Class physical evidence is the type of evidence that is common among a group of objects or persons. This type of physical evidence does not have characteristics unique to one single object. However, class physical evidence holds several advantages in forensic science. It offers multiple types of evidence that can be cross-examined and closely compared to provide an idea of whether they came from the same source. Class physical evidence allows investigators to confirm events using data in a way that is highly objective and lacking in subconscious bias. Class physical evidence helps in exonerating suspects who are innocent. This is achieved through the process of elimination such as when type AB blood is found at a crime scene and the suspects with types O, B and A blood are eliminated from possible involvement in the crime.  Class physical evidence can have high probative value when different types of objects are found to connect the suspect to the victim or the crime. It means that while class physical evidence does not provide distinct information about a specific individual, it may carry great weight in courtrooms when supported by a variety of objects to link the suspect to the crime or victim.
